
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Tuesday, 21 August 2012] 

 p5215d-5216a 
Hon Sue Ellery; Hon Robyn McSweeney; President 

 [1] 

DEPARTMENT FOR CHILD PROTECTION — INJURIES TO FOSTER CHILD 

544. Hon SUE ELLERY to the Minister for Child Protection: 
I refer to the foster care placement arrangement for the 20-month-old Kalgoorlie baby girl who suffered life-
threatening injuries.  

(1) Did the minister consider appointing someone independent of the Department for Child Protection to 
conduct the review; and, if so, why did the minister reject that?  

(2) Will the minister now consider appointing someone independent of the department to conduct the 
review; and, if not, why not?  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY replied: 
(1)–(2) Perhaps I can answer it in this way: the Western Australian public and the Western Australian media 

now know that the Leader of the Opposition is a political opportunist. I have seen all of Hon Sue 
Ellery’s comments — 

Several members interjected.  

The PRESIDENT: Order! The question has been asked. I ask members to allow the answer to be given, but I 
also point out to the minister that according to our standing orders, the answer has to be concise and relevant.  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: It is very relevant, Mr President.  

I have seen all of Hon Sue Ellery’s comments since this happened and I am appalled at the member’s lack of 
sensitivity and dignity towards the family of this little girl. The Leader of the Opposition had no information—
none whatsoever.  

Point of Order 

Hon SUE ELLERY: The minister is making imputations about my motives when she uses words such as “lack 
of sensitivity”. I object to that kind of language. My question was a question of straight facts. I did not add any 
flowery language. I just asked whether she considered an independent review; and, if not, why not? I do not 
think I asked anything that would warrant this kind of imputation about my motives.  

The PRESIDENT: I ask the minister to be relevant in her answer. The question was quite specific. I ask the 
minister to confine her comments to the issues raised in the question.  

Questions without Notice Resumed 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: Thank you, Mr President. This does go to the question, and I will continue.  

You had no information and yet you went out to the media and started criticising—  

The PRESIDENT: Order! Minister, that is not relevant to the question as I heard the wording of the question. 
There were some matters raised for an answer to be provided. Your answer should centre around those issues.  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: Yes, I have asked the Director General of the Department for Child Protection to 
do a full and thorough investigation, which I have every confidence he will do.  

Unlike you, I have confidence in my department to do a proper inquiry, and many departmental people in Child 
Protection are appalled and incensed that you think otherwise.  
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